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had danced with an old acquaintance, the lovely English maid
of honour to his first queen. He conversed with her some little
time apart, and the next morning sent her as a present a jewel
valued at 15,000 crowns. On the 30th of this festive month, "the
two sovereigns mounted their horses, and Henry having conducted
his royal guest to the verge of his dominions, they dismounted OB
French ground; and there they joined hands with loving be-
haviour and hearty words, embraced each other, and so parted."
The weather was so tempestuous, that Anne and her royal lover
were detained a fortnight at Calais after the departure of
Francis I. On the 14th of November they safely crossed the
Channel, and landed at Dover.

CHAPTER II.

THE time and place of Anne Boleyn's marriage with Henry YIIL
are disputed points in history. Some authors have affirmed that
she was privately united to the king at Dover the same day they
returned from France. The unpopularity of this union was the
cause of the profound secrecy with which the nuptials between
Henry and his fair subject were solemnized ; for the same cause
it was necessary to keep the fact from publicity as long as it was
possible to do so.

The testimony of "Wyatt, however, who was not only a eon-
temporary, but a witness too deeply interested not to be correct
on such a point, confirms the assertions of Stowe and Godwin
that this event, so fatal to the bride, who was to purchase the
brief possession of a crown with the loss of her head, took place
on St. Paul's day, January 25,1533. " On the morning of that
day, at a very early hour," says a contemporary, " Dr. Rowland
Lee, one of the royal chaplains, received the unwonted order to
celebrate mass in an unfrequented attic in the west turret of
Whitehall. There he found the king, attended by IsForris and
Heneage, two of the grooms of the chamber, and the marchioness
of Pembroke, accompanied by her train-bearer Anne Saville,
afterwards lady Berkeley. On being required to perform the
nuptial rite between his sovereign and the marchioness, in the
presence of the three witnesses assembled, the chaplain hesitated.
Henry is said to have assured him that the pope had pronounced
in favour of <ihe divorce, and that he had the dispensation for a
second marriage in his possession. As soon as the marriage
ceremony had been performed, the parties separated in silence